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Asbestos in the 1960s
Å1960 Wagner found 

mesothelioma amongst South 
African miners

Å1965 Newhouse and 
Thompson 

Å1968 BOHS Standard
ï2 f/ml

ï0.2 f/ml crocidolite

ïEnforce above 12 f/ml (TDN 13)

ÅAsbestos Regulations 1969

Å80% of use of asbestos was 
post 1960 ï143 million tonnes



ÅSprayed asbestos used until 

1974

ÅAsbestos insulation used until 

the mid 1970s

ÅAsbestos insulating board 

used until 1982

ÅAdvisory Committee on 

asbestos 1979

ÅLicensing from 1983

ÅEH10 1984 (0.01 f/ml)

ÅBlue / brown banned in 1985

Asbestos in the 1970s and 1980s



Asbestos in buildings

Å74.5% of UK commercial 

properties were built prior to 1975

Å86,000 non-traditional houses / 

394,000 flats

ñEvery time you walk into an office building, a home, a 
factory; every time you put your foot on the brake, ride 
in a train, see a bulldozer at work. Every time you see 
or do any of those things, the chances are that a 
product from the James Hardie (Asbestos) Group of 
Companies has a part in it.ò

John Reid , chairman of James Hardie Asbestos Ltd 
(1978)



1964 -Martin Stear was born at Trafford General Hospital
­Extensive amounts of asbestos used ®pipework insulation etc.

"In theatres, one of the main jobs, as staff nurse and then sister, 

was to keep the theatres clinically clean. Workmen came in at the 

weekend, and I would clean up after them. There was also always 

building work going while I was at the West Norwich Hospital.ò



Accommodation built between 1946 and 1975

Å11,850 primary schools

Å3,100 secondary schools

ÅThe majority were system built schools

ÅDisturbance by caretakers, teachers, kids and tradesmen
ÅHundreds of thousands of tradesmen doing repairs


